INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 


SUBMITTED TO: 


This report pertains to an investigation of 


CWGC Canadian Aaencv 


the identification of the burial location, or 


66 Slater Street 


headstone markings, of a member of the 


Suite 1707 


Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 


Ottawa Ontario Canada K1 A 0P4 


during the Great War 1 914-1 921 . 


Att: Dominiaue Boulais 



Report Date: 20 April 2015 










Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 








Casualty Identification: 




Burial Information: 








Confirmed Identity 




Burial Location Identified 








Most Probable Identity 




Grave Stone Correction 


X 






Questionable Identity 




Grave Records Correction 


X 






Incorrect Identity 




Request for CWGC Details 








Other 




Other 






Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “1” information provided) 




Casualty Identification: 




Burial Information: 








Arkless, Frank 


i 


Canadian Cemetery No. 2 


link 






87 tn Battalion 


i 


Neuville-St. Vaast 


i 






Service Number 805473 


i 


Plot 2 Row C Grave 1 1 


i 






Date of Death 09/04/1917 


link 


Date of Burial 09/04/1917 


i 






Attestation Papers 


link 


Cemetery Schematic 


link 






Service Record 


link 


Graves Registration Report 


2 






Circumstance of Death 


1 


Concentration of Grave 


3 






CEF Canada Register 




Headstone Register 


4 






War Diary Extract(s) 




Cemetery Register 


5 






Area Map(s) 




Trench Map Exhumation 








Trench Map(s) 




Grave Stone Photograph 


6 






Possible Candidates List 




Grave Stone Inscription 








Excluded Candidates List 




Memorial Inscription/Photo 








Can. Virtual War Memorial 


link 


Reporting and Review 


7 




Summary of Findings: 










The Graves Registration Report Form for Plot 2 Row C Grave 1 1 lists Private Frank 
Arkless #805473 of the 80 th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force, which is incorrect. 
Private Arkless was in service with the 87 th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force 
when he was killed in action at Vimy Ridge on April 9, 1917. The original Concentration 
of Graves - Burial Return was correct, however the error was made and carried forward 
throughout the process, including the Cemetery Register and Fleadstone. 



Private Frank Arkless 
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Details of Findings: 

We have provided all the documents in the attachments to this file to show that an error 
was made at a point in time between the proper recording on the Concentration of 
Grave (Exhumation and Reburials) - Burial Return and the incorrect entry on the 
Graves Registration Report Form. That error was then carried on throughout the 
process of preparing the Cemetery Register and the Headstone. 

The information to substantiate that Private Arkless was in service with the 87 th 
Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force is attached, in addition to the links on 
page 1 to his Attestation Papers and Service Record. 

The error was immediately obvious during the research on the Canadian Cemetery No. 
2 at Neuville-St. Vaast, as the 80 th Infantry Battalion did not serve as an active unit in 
France during the Great War of 191 4-1 921 . 

Please note that Veteran’s Affairs Canada corrected the error for the Private Arkless 
posting and properly shows him as being in service with the 87 th Battalion at the time of 
his death. 



Action Required: (if any) 



The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #7). 

Action is required to: 



1 . Correct the records at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, including 
the web site listing. 

2. Replace the headstone at Plot 2 Row C Grave 1 1 with one that shows Private 
Arkless served with the 87 th Bn. CEF. 



Private Frank Arkless 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
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ATTACHMENT #2 



l7»J-W«raSW/J0VK<m-«ViS-R£JBLJ.-t*»/ISI 



COMMUNE ; 

PLACE OF BURIAL : 
Land belongs to 



Graves Registration Report Form. 

REPORT NO. : SCHEDULE No. 

CailiiXaliT 2 1 bi aniTrj.il 5T.IIAA6T 



14 



Certified complete and correct. 



The following are buried here : — 



Signature.. 



Date. 



P.R.G. 



No. and Rank 



B 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 



145673 

805473 

147084 

441776 

841004 

730705 



812232 

812192 

435252 

794004 

h 45052 

■657385 



Initials, Name & Honours 



Pte. 



0pl. 

CM. 

Pt«. 



Unit 



Date of Death 



For works use 



TWnMO (Pont M l 

UNKNOWN OAK ADLIB SOLDj® 

UNKNOWN C.JttDLUf SOLD! 3B 

/ BD3TKAHD 87th Dan. Bn. 

f 81 /ABKLjSS 80th hA.Eb. 

/ DrtlV-iR 70th Dan. Bn. 

JNKN04N BfcITISH SCLDIfcf 
y A. J>. /STBVfiNSOB 42nd Dan. Bn. 

,J, /PA&S 87 th Dm . Bn, 

o.is. / J iBADH 75th Can. Bn. 

unknown oamadian 



Pta. 

L(cy. 

Pt*. 

Pta. 

Pta. 



JEt 



50 th Oan.Bn.V^ 
50th Can. Bn. I ^ 
50th Can. Bn. ( 



UNKNOWN 0AHAQ1AH SOLD] 

O.J. /ATMIH 
°.M. /O’lWTLR 
f A.H. 7 IQ Q LD3DB B 
UNKNOWN CANADIAN 
i/R. / NDAH 

UNKNOWN CANADIAN SOLDJtiK 

37tb Dan. Bn, 



87th Dan. Bn. 



p. Aohvai# 
l.A. /^38GUS0N 



75th Dan. Bn. 



9. 4.17 ^ 
9. 4.17 

9. 4.17 ' 

✓ 

9. 4.17 / 
9. 4.17 » 
9. 4.17 * 

¥ 

* 

«. 4.17 ^ 

«• 4.17 ' 
10. 4.17 ' 

r 

9. 4.17 ' 



9. 4.17 
9. 4.17 



✓ 
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CONCENTRATION OF GRAVES (Exhumation and Reburials . 



ATTACHMENT #3 
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ATTACHMENT #4 



No. of Contract— 



Dmperiaf 'SSar $ra»es Commission. 



Name and Address of Firm. 



COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A' OF HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS 

to this report is attached 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT B> HEADSTONE TEXTS 

(those headstones to be inscribed with texts are underlined) 
and 

TWO STANDARD LAYOUTS (the layouts to be used are quoted on the badge design). 



Schedule "A' - P.». io * 

Name of Cemetery 

CANADIAN Chit... HO. 2. 
KEUVlLLE # vT VAAST , 

To be stencilled on foot ot 
headstones below ground level 
abbreviated thus: — 

CAN* C/2. 



Badge 
Design No. 
and Layout 



1202/lB 

1202/lA 

1202/1C- 

1202/JA 

SSst* 

1202/liyb 
1202/10 
1202/10 
1202/U 
1202/lA 
1202/lA 
I -ATOM' 1H 

1202 /la 

1202/lA 

1202/U 



Number and Rank. 



793926 PRIVATE 



291936 

291123 



PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 



645794 PRIVATE 

841904 PRIVATE 

622926 SERJEANT 
A SOLDIER 
A SOLDIER 
146673 PRIVATE. 
805473 PRIVATE 
147084 SERJEANT 
A SOxDIER 
441776 CORPORAL 



841084 CORPORAL 
730705 PRIVATE 



Initials, NAME and Honour.. 



Date of Death. 

In any instance where the entry 
"KONE" mam in QoL o. iiio 
A*v will be omitted from III-' 
Headetoi.e nod the Date of Death 
oentrod laterally. 



Centre 

of 



Itelig. 



To »>•• eceuoilimi ou foot 
of Hendstonne lielow 
;t nurnl level 

Plot P. j No. of 

Row R, Stone 
Orave G. 



(6) 



aor 



// h7TH Bii.CAiWIAK IHF . 
kC KLNZIE / 44 TH b». CANADIAN IMP. 
CRAHAM <y |t4TH BN. CANADIAN IMF' . 



J .£. JOHNSl'ONN / / p4TH BN.CANi.dIAH IMP. 

a. Thomson Y who bn.canauiah inp 

QE0R0E KLRICK RAlNX^(P0H PARTICULARS OP da 




9TH APRIL 
era APRIL 

,ybur itisc. 3T0. ss. scahd^i?) 



/-•■a 

32 CRQES 12 C a 
.02 25 CROSS \2 0 3 
■OS So CRQSja 2 C 4 

1917 HONE* CROSS 2 C 5 

Ut ll 

1917 HOKE ^ CROSS 2 C 6 
2 C 7 



kUdaAND BAff 
OF THE GREAT WAR 1 


k. C«Nad 1AN iliOInSHI 


era APRIL 1917 

era APRIL 1917 

era APRIL 1917 

9TB APRIL 1917 


! 2 _ CROSS 
3 2_CR0SS_ 
NON^^pROSS 
N01iS//.tjROS3 
AOS. ^CROSu 
/ *r CROSS 
AQE^.I cross 


OF THE great war *J ! 


A CANADIAN RdOILMT 


W. BERTRAND / 

p. ARKLESS ^ 

p. DRIVER */ 

OP THE GREAT «AR 9 J 
A. L>. STEVENSON/ j 


67TH BN. CANADIAN INF. 
80 TH BN .CANADIAN INF. 
78TH BN. CANADIAN inf. 

42nd bn. Canadian inf. 


A. J. PACE 


B7TH BN. CANADIAN 1NP. 


9TH APRIL 1917 


fON^ ' jOROSS 


H.E. BREACH / 


76TH bn. Canadian inf. 


91M APRIL 1917 


iOE %6 I0R0S3 








/ n /n 

b 






2 JL & 

2 C 10 
2 C 11 
2 0 12 
2 C 13 
2 C 14 



2 C 16 
£.0 16 



2g£ 
ZIP' 
228 
j 229 ^ 

230 

231 

232 

233 

234 

235 

23>- 

236 
2*T 

i 240 



I 

Proof Checked. 

Final Check No. I. 
Office Copy Prepared 
Final Check No. 2 . 



a List i 
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ATTACHMENT #5 



CANADIAN ANGUS, Pte. REGINALD HENRY, 757249. 87th 
cemetery no. 2 Bn. Canadian Inf. (Quebec Regt.). 9th April, 
neuville- 1917. 3.B.13. 

ST. VAAST 

fr. 1896 ANNAKIN, Pte. Robert, 22272. 18th Hussars. 
12th April, 1917. 3.A.19. 

ANNAN, Pte. Archibald mcfayden, 138112. 
75th Bn. Canadian Inf. (1st Central Ontario 
Regt.). 8th June, 1917. 6.C.18. 

APPLETON, Pte. Hubert ernest, 681240. 
75th Bn. Canadian Inf. (1st Central Ontario 
Regt.). 1st March, 1917. Age 21. Son of 
Walter Samuel and Frances Elizabeth Appleton ; 
husband of Eviline Isabelle Appleton, of 17, 
Appleton Ave., Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
1.B.30. 

APPLEWHITE, Pte. william edgar, 53336. 
9th Bn. Royal Fusiliers. 3rd May, 1917. Age 
19. Son of William Hodsen Applewhite and 
Hannah Applewhite, of 34, Tentercroft St., 
Lincoln, 16.D.4. 

APPS, Pte. J., 887424. 46th Bn. Canadian Inf. 
(Saskatchewan Regt.). 12th April, 1917. Age 
18. Son of Stephen J. Apps and Margaret 
Apps, of Sardis, British Columbia, Canada. Sp. 
Mem. “E” No. 6. 

APPS, Pte. thomas, G/6353. 2nd Bn. Middlesex 
Regt. 14th March, 1915. 22.A.48. 

ARCHER, Pte. Alfred, 21028. 6th Bn. King’s 
Own Yorkshire Light Inf. 23rd July, 1916. 
Age 20. Nephew of Sarah Archer, of 10, 
Ledsham St., Gordon Rd., Hunslet, Leeds, 
Yorkshire. Coll, grave ll.B.3-5. 

ARKELL, Pte. thomas edmund, 757478. 87th 
Bn. Canadian Inf. (Quebec Regt.). 9th April, 
1917. Age 21. Son of E. T. Arkell and Jessie 
Arkell, of 170, Homewood Ave., Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada. 1.C.41. 

ARKLESS, Pte. frank, 805473. 80th Bn. 
Canadian Inf. 9th April, 1917. 2.C.11. 

ARMSON, Pte. Robert, 291851. 44th Bn. 
Canadian Inf. (New Brunswick Regt.). 10th 
April, 1917. 4.C.18. 



ARMSTRONG, L. Cpl. peter burgess, 
177595. 87th Bn. Canadian Inf. (Quebec 
Regt.). 9th April, 1917. Age 21. Son of 
William H. Armstrong and Amelia McDonald 
Armstrong, 138, Charron St., Montreal, Pro- 
vince of Quebec, Canada. l.B. 24. 

ARSENAULT, Pte. John, 222739. 85th Bn. 
Canadian Inf. (Nova Scotia Regt.). 9th April, 
1917. Age 40. Son of Simon Arsenault and 
Victoria Arsenault (ned Le Blanc). 6.B.13. 

ATKINS, Dvr. Percy joshua, L/19148. “D" 
Bty., 52nd Bde., Royal Field Artillery. 3rd 
May, 1917. 15.J.12. 

ATKINS, C.S.M. william, L/6180. 2nd Bn 
Middlesex Regt. 14th March, 1915. Age 32. 
Husband of Alice M. Atkins, of 6, Holland Rd., 
Peverell, Plymouth. 22.A.55. 

ATKINSON, Pte. a., 808960. 50th Bn. 
Canadian Inf. (Alberta Regt.). 10th April, 1917. 
Age 31. Husband of Jessie Atkinson (now 
Roberts), of 1922, Kerfer St., Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. 3.C.7. 

ATKINSON, Pte. Arthur Christopher, 760381. 
75th Bn. Canadian Inf. (1st Central Ontario 
Regt.). 9th April, 1917. Age 19. Son of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. I. Atkinson, of 730, 19th Avenue 
West, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
1.C.34. 

AYLWIN, Pte. Charles james, 812232. 50th 
Bn. Canadian Inf. (Alberta Regt.). 10th April, 

1917. 2.C.19. 

BAILEY, Pte. Arthur samuel, 33885. 2nd 
Bn. Essex Regt. 3rd May,. 1917. Age 34. Son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bailey of Braintree, 
Essex; brother of Mr. E. Bailey, of 75, High St.. 
Braintree, Essex. 17.F.22. 

BAILEY, Sjt. john ockelston, 68292. 40th 
Coy., Machine Gun Corps (Inf.). 9th April. 

1918. Age 23. Son of Benjamin and Elizabeth 
Bailey, of 5, Grosvenor Drive, New Brighton, 
Cheshire. Coll, grave 8.C.15-17. 

BAINBRIDGE, Pte. GEORGE, 200593. 22nd 
Bn. Northumberland Fusiliers (Tyneside Scot- 
tish). 5th June, 1917. Age 25. Son of Annie 
Bainbridge, of Tegan St., West Wallscnd, New- 
castle, New South Wales, Australia. 17.F.14. 
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ATTACHMENT #6 



This image was posted to the Canadian Virtual War Memorial, Veterans Affairs Canada 




Photo courtesy of Marg Liessens 

Photo fournie gracieusement par Marg Liessens 
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ATTACHMENT #7 



This “ Reporting and Review” attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1 921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 



Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, it the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 



Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 



The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 



Name 


Affiliation 


E-mail 


Contribution 


Richard Laughton 


Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 


rlauahton(a>lauahton.ca 


Report Author 
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